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upper floors of Walnut Cottage on Station Road 
are just visible below the south-eastern end of 
the lane.

P88 Garage jutting into lane on Mount Pleasant

Pedestrian Lane to The Square 

7.29 There is a distinct contrast in character 
between the western and eastern sides of the 
pedestrian lane to The Square.  

7.30 On the west side, the stone walls with 
rounded copings continue from Mount Pleasant, 
and the buildings and gardens of Honeysuckle 
and Hideaway Cottages provide a connection 
between the two lanes.  

7.31 The eastern side of the pedestrian lane, 
however, has little of historic or architectural 
merit, except for the stone wall, with vertical 
coping stones at the southern end and rounded 
copings at the northern end.  

7.32 There are good views from the 
pedestrian lane to the ridge south of Dam Lane.  

P89 Views to ridge south of Dam Lane

7.33 The high privet hedge at the northern 
end of the pedestrian lane encloses the lane at 
this point.  

7.34 Looking north from this end of the lane, 
the corner of the shop and the line of buildings 
running up the east side of Main Road frame the 
view up to Parwich Hill.  

The Square 

7.35 The landscaped area with stone setts to 
the east of the shop is an attractive public open 
space, with a central feature tree.  

7.36 The line of buildings running up the east 
side of Main Road are of different heights with 
varying rooflines, creating variety in the street 

scene. The red-brick south-facing gable of 
Rosemary Cottage, projecting above the grey 
buildings to its south, adds further to this non-
uniformity.

P90 Framed view of Parwich Hill

P91 Non-uniform buildings looking north from 
The Square 

7.37 The cluster of buildings behind the shop, 
including Hideaway Cottage and Honeysuckle 
Cottage, have a strong sense of privacy, with 
only their gable ends visible above the wall 
beyond the tarmac’d courtyard beside the shop.   

7.38 There are clear views of Parwich Hall 
from this point and from beside the school, 
framed by hedges and trees, but views to the 
north-east are obscured by vegetation within 
gardens on the north side of The Square.  

P92 View of Parwich Hall from the school
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Shaw Lane/Station Road 

7.39 Shaw Lane is characterised by buildings 
running lengthways along the edge of the road. 

7.40 Looking north-east along Shaw Lane 
from the bottom of Mount Pleasant, Shaw Lane 
House and Shaw Cottage on the north-west side 
of the road restrict visibility of the approaching T-
junction on Main Road, and the trees on Hallcliffe 
appear to tower over Shaw Lane House, 
blocking views to the north-east.  

P93 View north-east along Shaw Lane

7.41 Looking south from Rock House, the 
road appears to terminate at the grassy ridge 
ahead, which blocks views to the south. The 
bend in the road to the west, and the pedestrian 
section of Dam Lane to the east are not visible. 

P94 View south from Rock House

7.42 The gable end of Rock House rises 
above Pear Tree and Cliff Cottages when 
approaching from the south-west.  

P95 Rock House beyond Pear Tree Cottage

7.43 The south-eastern edge of the Lenscliffe 
hill rises up behind the cottages, its appearance 
softened in summer by trees, which tower over 
the roofs of the cottages.  

P96 Lenscliffe Hill behind Cliff Cottage

Central Area 

The Green 

7.44 The Green, located next to the church in 
the centre of the village, is a key focal point 
within the Conservation Area. 

7.45 The properties on the north side of The 
Green are set back a short distance behind small 
walled front gardens, and in the summer months 
the mature, informal shrubs and trees to the 
gardens partially obscure the houses behind. 

P97 Properties to north of The Green

7.46 The area to the south of The Green is 
characterised by former farm buildings 
interspersed with barns, most now converted to 
residential dwellings, with buildings gable on to 
the road.

P98 Former farm buildings gable on to road 
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7.47 Church Gate House and Dam Farm 
together form a gateway into and out of the 
village centre. From The Green, the rear barn-
like elevation of Dam Farm together with the 
relatively blank rear elevation of Church Gate 
House on the other side of the road, frame the 
entrance to the southern area of the village. 
From the south, the two gateway buildings frame 
the view of Flaxdale House, giving a first 
indication of the impressive eighteenth century 
farm buildings that form the core of the village. 
The two buildings are balanced symmetrically on 
either side of the road, both rising from one to 
two storeys, with a third taller bay at the point 
furthest from the road. 

P99 Gateway - Church Gate House & Dam Farm

7.48 The church is only visible from The 
Green in conjunction with the rear elevation of 
Church Gate House, which leads the eye in 
through the churchyard towards the church.  

7.49 To the west the road closes in past 
Fernlea, with the shop and the house on the 
corner of The Square forming a pinch-point, 
blocking views ahead.  

Sycamore Inn area 

7.50 The orange-red brick and yellow-painted 
render of the gable ends of the Sycamore Inn 
contrast with the predominantly grey colouring 
within the rest of the Conservation Area. The Inn 
is a focal point within the Conservation Area, re-
enforced by the fact that it is the only pubic 
house still remaining.

7.51 The north gable walls of Japonica 
dominate Dam Lane at this point, rising directly 
up from the brook.  

7.52 Looking north-east from Japonica, the 
building line of Dam Farm and Church Gate 
House leads the eye along to the Church.  

P100 View north-east from Japonica

7.53 The garden to the rear of Dam Farm 
forms a link between Dam Lane and the 
properties to the north of The Green. 

P101 View north across Dam Farm garden

7.54 The entrance to Dam Lane here is 
narrow, enclosed and dark, particularly in 
summer, forming a pinch point. This pedestrian 
path follows the brook as it flows to the west, 
with trees overhanging it on both sides and 
glimpses of gardens beyond. Numerous bends in 
the path prevent views ahead but changes in the 
light create a sense of expectation as each new 
bend is approached.  

P102 Dam Lane from the east
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7.55 The village is more open to the south 
and east of the Sycamore Inn, and historically 
this area was open water meadow with few 
buildings. Sycamore Cottages, although not 
included within the Conservation Area, dominate 
views into and out of the Conservation Area at 
this point, preventing open views to the 
countryside beyond. The buildings of Smithy 
Close, also outside the Conservation Area, are 
more successfully screened from view by mature 
trees, particularly during the summer months.  

Church Walk 

7.56 There are no open views into Church 
Walk from The Green, and the entrance to the 
lane has an enclosed feel, accentuated by the 
largely blank rear walls of Church Cottage, edge 
on to the road, on one side.  

P103 Enclosed feel at entrance to Church Walk

7.57 Open views to The Green from Church 
Walk are restricted, particularly in summer, by 
the large specimen Copper Beech tree on The 
Green itself. 

P104 The Green from Church Walk

7.58 The churchyard and orchard to the east 
of Church Cottage allow open views of the hills 
to the south above the roofs of Sycamore 
Cottages. There are good views of Parwich Hill 
to the north from within the churchyard.  

7.59 The HER linear earthwork (11527) which 
extends from the north-east corner of the 
churchyard can clearly be seen running from 
west to east across the orchard next to Orchard 
Croft, and across the upper part of the scrubby 

grassed area to the north of Nethergreen Farm, 
opposite Orchard View.  

P105 Open views to south across churchyard 

P106 HER linear earthwork visible in orchard

East / South-East 

Nethergreen 

7.60 Nethergreen is physically and visually 
separated from the rest of the Conservation 
Area, both by the Local Authority housing on 
Main Road (outside the Conservation Area), and 
by the large area of open green space between 
the church and Creamery Lane. The brook 
provides the main visual and historic link with the 
central and western areas of the Conservation 
Area, and Creamery Lane provides a physical 
connection to the eastern side of the 
Conservation Area. 

7.61 This part of the Conservation Area is 
low-lying, open and flat, reflecting its origins as 
meadowland. The built structures are widely 
dispersed with little physical relationship to each 
other, with large open green areas to either side 
of Main Road in front of Blanche Meadow Farm 
and Nethergreen House. There are unobstructed 
views across the surrounding countryside, 
particularly to the south and east.  

7.62 The medieval fields known as The Wings 
are clearly visible to the north-east, above the 
roof of Clarenden Cottage, with their hedges 
rising up to converge at the top of the hill.

7.63 At the junction between Creamery Lane 
and Main Road there are good views up to Knob 
Hall, the Gibbonsbank area and Parwich Hill. 
The twin gables of Knob Hall are clearly reflected 
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in the design of the eaves dormers to the 
Gibbonsbank properties and the projecting 
gables of Rathbourne Hall above, providing a 
visual symmetry in the built form rising up the hill. 

P107 View south from Nethergreen 

P108 The Wings from Nethergreen 

P109 Gables of Knob Hall and Rathbourne Hall

7.64 Views along the main road to the south-
east from this junction are blocked by the bend in 
the road beside The Cottage, and by the dense 
trees to the south side of the road.  

7.65 Looking west from this corner of the 
Conservation Area, the views ahead are wide 
open, with Sycamore Cottages partially screened 
from view by the chestnut trees lining the road. 

Creamery Lane

7.66 There are generally good views to Knob 
Hall, the Gibbonsbank area and Parwich Hill 
from the lower half of Creamery Lane.  

7.67 Looking south-east down Creamery 
Lane from above Orchard View, the projecting 

pavement with bollards creates a pinch-point, 
restricting access and interrupting the flow of 
Creamery Lane (the main route out of Parwich to 
the south-east, from this side of the Conservation 
Area), both visually and physically.  

7.68 From Croft Avenue, there are clear views 
of The Wings to the east. Looking south along 
Creamery Lane from here, the bend in the road 
to the west, the gable end of Orchard View and a 
large sycamore tree to the south of West View 
(outside the Conservation Area) block views to 
the south-east.  

P110 View south from Croft Avenue

7.69 Looking up the lane, the large lime tree 
on the triangular green below Creamery Cottage 
emphasises the fork in the road created by 
Monsdale Lane and leads the eye to the top of 
Parwich Hill above. There are long-range views 
of the hills to the south. However, during the 
summer months, the lime tree blocks views to 
the south-east from beside Creamery Cottage. 

P111 View north towards Creamery Cottage

7.70 Further up the lane, the ground rises to 
either side and the lane narrows and feels 
enclosed. There are open views to the south and 
south-east, particularly in winter.  

7.71 A sharp bend near the top of the lane 
creates a pinch point, accentuated by the steep 
rise in level as the lane meets Kiln Lane. 

North / North-East 

Kiln Lane 

7.72 Kiln Lane is at a lower level than the 
ground to either side, suggesting that it may be 
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an ancient holloway, although it may have been 
cut more recently. The sunken nature of the lane 
is accentuated by the high walls of Parwich Hall 
to the north, the stone walls along the southern 
edge of the lane, and the hills rising above in 
both direction. 

7.73 At the top of the hill, just beyond the 
grounds of the Hall, the roof of Knob Hall can be 
glimpsed to the south-east, and there are 
impressive open views of the eastern elevations 
of Parwich Hall and grounds. Views of the 
village, however, are blocked by the rising land 
of Hallcliffe on the south side of the lane.  

P112 View of Parwich Hall to west

7.74 At the eastern end of Kiln Lane, a 
triangular area of grass is thought to be an 
original village green. The upper storeys of the 
north gable of Knob Hall appear immediately 
below the eastern edge of the green, and there 
are extensive open views to the south and south-
east, and north-east to Gibbonsbank.  

P113 Knob Hall visible above the green

7.75 The top of Kiln Lane by Knob Hall is very 
narrow and steep with a sharp bend down 
towards Knob Hall.  

Gibbonsbank Area and Monsdale Lane 

7.76 This north-eastern corner of the 
Conservation Area is characterised by open 
views to the south, south-east and south-west, 
particularly from the lane leading up to and in 
front of Gibbonsbank itself. Few locations within 

the Conservation Area allow such extensive 
views of the village itself.

7.77 Both Rathbourne Hall and Gibbonsbank 
are significant non-listed buildings within the 
Conservation Area, as they are highly visible 
from the eastern areas of the Conservation Area, 
and from outside it to the south.   

7.78 Rathbourne Hall is largely obscured from 
view here due to a large, dense hedge of shrubs 
along its southern boundary.   

7.79 Beyond Orchard Farm, on Monsdale 
Lane, ridge and furrow field patterns are clearly 
visible on the ridge to the south/south-west of the 
Conservation Area, and rising up the fields of the 
Wings to the south-east.  

7.80 Monsdale Lane is the only direct entry 
point into the Conservation Area from the north-
east, but this narrow, wooded lane is infrequently 
used by traffic, with grass growing up the centre 
of the tarmac. As a result, the north-eastern part 
of the Conservation Area is a tranquil backwater, 
slightly remote from the main hub of the village to 
the south-west. 

P114 View south-west from Gibbonsbank

P115 Monsdale Lane







8.0 GREEN AND OTHER NATURAL 
FEATURES 

8.1 Within the village there are hills, rocky 
outcrops and fields that create a rural feel 
through much of the Conservation Area. Rocky 
outcrops occur adjacent to buildings, such as the 
outcrop and cave beside Rose Cottage and the 
outcrops next to Nethergreen Farm and The 
Orchards on Monsdale Lane. At Fox Hole, 
another rocky outcrop and cave form the 
boundary to the Conservation Area near the 
south-western edge.  

P116  Outcrop beside Nethergreen Farm

8.2 Parwich Hill dominates the village to the 
north, with its lower slope, known as Hallcliffe, 
contained within the village. This large area of 
undeveloped land within the village, provides a 
visual and physical separation between the 
village’s north-western and north-eastern areas 
and between these and the central area of the 
village below. 

8.3 The Lenscliffe hill rises in the south-
western corner of the Conservation Area, with 
properties built up its lower slopes and gardens 
and trees crowning the hill.  

8.4 In some areas, the hills within the 
Conservation Area create changes in level so 
that some buildings are situated above or below 
the adjacent lane. Knob Hall, for example, stands 
well above Creamery Lane and is reached by 
steep steps from beside the well, but is below the 
level of Kiln Lane. 

P117 Steps up to Knob Hall, beside well

8.5 A number of important public open green 
spaces have a positive impact on the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area. 
These include the slopes of Hallcliffe and 
Parwich Hill, The Green, the open green area in 
Nethergreen to the east of Blanche Meadow 
Farm, the large recreational green space with the 
pond opposite the Sycamore Inn and the 
churchyard, which occupies a sizeable area in 
the centre of the village. 

P118  The Green

P119  Pond and recreational green space

8.6 Throughout the village trees, hedges, 
bushes, shrubs and other plants within private 
gardens and public areas dominate the 
Conservation Area. Views into and out of the 
village and views from within the village are 
always dominated by vegetation and greenery, 
particularly in summer. Where rooftops and grey 
limestone walls are visible, these are framed by 
and cushioned within a framework of vegetation, 
which softens the building lines. In winter, the 
appearance of the village is more open and bare, 
but the structure of the vegetation through and 
around the village, both natural and planted, can 
still be seen.

8.7 On Mount Pleasant, the gardens of 
Hideaway and Honeysuckle Cottages are below 
the level of the lane, and the tops of trees, 
hedges and other shrubs within them are at eye 
level, framing views of various buildings that can 
be glimpsed from here. At the east end of Dam 
Lane, the stone-walled triangular private garden 
to the south of Dam Farm and the mature 
gardens to Japonica have a positive impact on 
the Conservation Area. 
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P120 View from Mount Pleasant

P121 Gardens below Mount Pleasant

8.8 There are a number of significant 
individual trees within the Conservation Area, 
particularly within the churchyard. A large Yew to 
the south-west of the main entrance to the 
church may be between 250-300 years old and 
two further Yews of significance screen the 
south-western corner of the churchyard from the 
Sycamore Inn.

r of significant 
individual trees within the Conservation Area, 
particularly within the churchyard. A large Yew to 
the south-west of the main entrance to the 
church may be between 250-300 years old and 
two further Yews of significance screen the 
south-western corner of the churchyard from the 
Sycamore Inn.

8.9 Further screening is provided along this 
boundary by Mountain Ash, Cherries and Hazels. 
A semi-mature Ash to the southern boundary, by 
the edge of the Sycamore Inn car park, provides 
a particularly effective screen.  

8.9 Further screening is provided along this 
boundary by Mountain Ash, Cherries and Hazels. 
A semi-mature Ash to the southern boundary, by 
the edge of the Sycamore Inn car park, provides 
a particularly effective screen.  

8.10 Also of significance within the 
churchyard are: a Norway Maple to the eastern 
boundary of the churchyard; a Lime in the centre 
of the eastern graveyard and one in the south-
eastern corner; a Cherry to the east side of the 
church; and two further Yews beside the 
pathway immediately to the east of the church. 
Western Red Cedars are evenly spaced along 
the northern boundary of the churchyard, with 
Irish Yews planted to the west of these. The 
Laburnum to the west of Church Cottage has a 
significant impact on the view of the churchyard 
from The Green.      

8.10 Also of significance within the 
churchyard are: a Norway Maple to the eastern 
boundary of the churchyard; a Lime in the centre 
of the eastern graveyard and one in the south-
eastern corner; a Cherry to the east side of the 
church; and two further Yews beside the 
pathway immediately to the east of the church. 
Western Red Cedars are evenly spaced along 
the northern boundary of the churchyard, with 
Irish Yews planted to the west of these. The 
Laburnum to the west of Church Cottage has a 
significant impact on the view of the churchyard 
from The Green.      

8.11 The Copper Beech and Oak tree on The 
Green are important features within the 
Conservation Area. An Ash to the northern 
boundary of Sycamore Cottages and a Larch to 

the eastern end of Sycamore Cottages, both just 
outside the Conservation Area boundary, provide 
a small amount of screening to this modern 
development. A Lime and a Sycamore on the 
recreational green space near the pond opposite 
the Sycamore Inn are also of significance, 
providing structure and shade to the open area. 
A Tulip tree within the grounds of Brentwood, to 
the south-east of the house, is an unusual 
feature within the Conservation Area. 
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boundary of Sycamore Cottages and a Larch to 

the eastern end of Sycamore Cottages, both just 
outside the Conservation Area boundary, provide 
a small amount of screening to this modern 
development. A Lime and a Sycamore on the 
recreational green space near the pond opposite 
the Sycamore Inn are also of significance, 
providing structure and shade to the open area. 
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the south-east of the house, is an unusual 
feature within the Conservation Area. 

P122 Yew tree in churchyardP122 Yew tree in churchyard

P123 Copper Beech & Oak tree on The Green

8.12 The parish Council’s Millennium Tree, on 
the green at the eastern end of Kiln Lane, is a 
symbolically significant tree. There is also a 
significant Ash to the eastern corner of this 
green. 

P124 Millenium Tree

29



8.13 Two lines of Chestnut trees line the 
eastern end of Main Road. These have a 
significant role in adding structure to an 
otherwise open, flat area and in partially 
screening Sycamore Cottages from view when 
entering the Conservation Area from the south-
east.   

P125 Chestnuts at eastern end of Main Road

8.14 Three Monkey Puzzle trees, two to the 
southern boundary of Nethergreen House and 
one to the rear of Close Farm, provide an exotic 
touch to the otherwise essentially English 
landscape of the Conservation Area.  

P126 Monkey Puzzles at Nethergreen House

8.15 Other trees of significance are: an 
Austrian Pine to the south-eastern boundary of 
Retlenden; a large Lime at the southern end of 
the triangular green area on Creamery Lane 
opposite Farm View House; an Ash to the rear of 
The Vicarage; and a number of Whitebeams 
within the gardens to the east of Stable Cottage.  

8.16 More generally, areas of mixed broad-
leaf woodland clothe the lower slopes of Parwich 
Hill and elsewhere, such as on the triangular 
patch of ground outside Parwich Hall and to the 
north and east of the Gibbonsbank area. Self-
sets down Smithy Lane contribute to the 
enclosed character of the lane.  
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9.0 CONSERVATION AREA SETTING  

9.1 Parwich is not on any major routes and 
there is very little through traffic. 

9.2 The prevalent sounds within the 
Conservation Area are indicative of the 
countryside, with the occasional accompanying 
sound of children in the playground of the junior 
school.

9.3 Parwich village is enclosed by hills. As a 
result, there are few views into the Conservation 
Area from outside the boundary. Trees, hills, 
rocky outcrops, bends in the road and walls 
within the Conservation Area itself further 
obscure views into the main areas of the village. 
This means that the residential core of Parwich 
remains virtually hidden except from within the 
centre itself. There are few long-range or 
panoramic views from within the Conservation 
Area, apart from on Parwich Hill above the Hall, 
and from Gibbonsbank. 

9.4 Approaching from the south, the views 
into the Conservation Area are dominated by 
Parwich Hill and Minninglow, with only the 
church tower, Knob Hall, Parwich Hall (including 
the terraces and gardens) and Rathbourne Hall 
visible from any distance. The red brick of 
Parwich Hall stands out clearly against the 
hillside behind, whereas the pale buff-grey 
limestone of the other visible structures blends 
with the limestone outcrops on Parwich Hill. 
Approaching the edge of the village from Cat 
Low, the limestone walls and sandstone quoins 
of Smithy Close echo those of Flaxdale House, 
which can be seen above them to the north. 

9.5 There are no views into the village from 
the north-east or north-west.  

9.6 The route into Parwich from Alsop-en-le-
Dale is tree-lined, with pasture fields rising up on 
both sides of the road. 

9.7 Approaching along the main road from 
the south-east, the aspect is more open, allowing 
views of the roofs of buildings within the centre of 
the village. As the road drops down into the 
Conservation Area, views open out of the Church 
and the houses at Gibbonsbank and Rathbourne 
Hall, with Parwich Hill rising above.   

P127  Parwich from the south-east

9.8 Fields to the north of the Conservation 
Area are bordered by dry stone walls, whilst 
those to the south, east and west are bounded 
by hedges. The hedges and trees bordering the 
medieval field system to the east of the 
Conservation Area, known as The Wings, meet 
at a point on the crest of the hill, forming a fan 
shape coming down the hill westwards towards 
the village, and ridge and furrow markings can 
be seen within the fields. Ridge and furrow field 
patterns can also be seen running down the hills 
to the south. 

9.9 The landscape surrounding the village 
and the landscape within it merge, so that there 
are few clearly defined edges to the 
Conservation Area, with the exception of the 
southern boundary, where Sycamore Cottages 
provide a hard edge, breaking the continuity 
between the village and its setting.  

P128  Parwich from the south 
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10.0 THE CONSERVATION AREA 
BOUNDARY 

10.1 There are no proposed amendments to 
the existing Conservation Area boundary. 
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11.0 POTENTIAL FOR IMPROVEMENT 

11.1 The intention in this section is to highlight 
negative elements which detract from the special 
character of the area and for which any 
opportunity for positive change would be 
welcome. It also seeks to identify neutral areas 
which neither enhance nor detract from the 
character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area, but where some potential for enhancement 
should be recognised.  

11.2 A Conservation Area Management Plan 
was drawn up for Parwich in 1987 by the Peak 
District National Park Authority in collaboration 
with the local community. The plan’s objectives 
included a variety of projects including: the 
removal of overhead wires over The Green, 
along Creamery Lane, and between Main Road 
and Dam Lane; restoration and improvement of 
the sheepwash, now the pond; planting of trees 
and shrubs in a variety of locations; restoration of 
a number of troughs; identification of specific 
buildings in need of repair; and planting and 
paving of the area beside the shop. Most of 
these projects were completed, but overhead 
wires still need removing across The Green, 
where they are interfering with the large oak tree, 
and there could be further shrub and tree 
planting to the front of Sycamore Cottages.

11.3 In 2001, a Village Management Plan was 
drawn up in conjunction with the Peak District 
National Park Authority, as a result of which a 
number of further improvements to the 
Conservation Area have been carried out. These 
include: restoration of the wells near Knob Hall 
and Staines Cottage, clearance of the brook, 
walling works to the brook and elsewhere, tree 
felling, planting and other tree works and the 
installation of benches. A review of the plan in 
2006 identified the need to restore the pinfold 
between Flatts Stile and Staines Cottage

11.4 The successful projects relied on 
partnerships between the community (through 
the 2000 Village Survey), the Village Action 
Group, the Peak District National Park Authority, 
Derbyshire County Council, the Parish Council 
and East Midlands Electricity Board.

11.5 The Conservation Area is in 
comparatively good condition, with few neutral or 
negative areas or elements requiring 
enhancement. However, there are some issues 
to note which could be acted on if the opportunity 
were to arise.  Some of the issues mentioned 
below could be addressed by the Peak District 
National Park Authority and/or Derbyshire 
County Council. Other items would need to be 
addressed by private individuals, and in some 
cases enhancement may not be achievable. It 
should be noted that the character of this village 
could easily be spoiled if it were to become over-
manicured.

Modern development

11.6 There are a number of areas of twentieth 
century housing in Parwich. Sycamore Cottages, 
just outside the southern boundary of the 
Conservation Area, is one of the earlier estates 
and the houses here were constructed using 
materials and colours which are not in keeping 
with those traditionally used throughout most of 
the village.

11.7 Most of the more recent modern housing 
developments, both within and outside the 
Conservation Area boundary, are constructed 
using more sympathetic materials.  

11.8 A number of modern non-residential 
structures within the Conservation Area are not 
in keeping with the local vernacular in terms of 
architectural style and use of materials, and have 
a neutral to negative impact on the visual 
appearance of the Conservation Area. The 
electricity sub-station is an unattractive feature, 
and there are plans to move this as part of a 
redevelopment of the Memorial Hall. 

P129  Electricity sub-station by Memorial Hall

11.9 Any new development needs to be 
designed with care to ensure that it does not 
detract from the character of the Conservation 
Area.

Historic buildings and structures  

11.10 Buildings within the Parwich 
Conservation Area are in relatively good 
condition. However, buildings need continual 
maintenance and repairs.  Listed and other 
historic properties in the Conservation Area may 
be entitled to grant aid from the Authority, subject 
to the eligibility of the proposed work and the 
availability of resources.  For further information 
on grants contact the Cultural Heritage Team (on 
01629 816200), or refer to the Peak District 
National Park Authority’s website 
(www.peakdistrict.gov.uk). 

Avoiding unsympathetic repairs and 
replacement of traditional features 

11.11 Unsympathetic alterations and repairs 
can have a detrimental impact on a property’s 
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aesthetic and structural qualities. Minor works, 
such as the installation of windows and doors 
that are inappropriate in design and/or materials 
(e.g. u-pvc), or the use of cement-based mortars 
and strap pointing, soon accumulate and erode 
the special character of a place. Although many 
traditional windows and doors remain in the 
village, where inappropriate replacements have 
been installed, these significantly detract from 
the property’s historic character and integrity. 
Any owner wishing to replace any type of window 
should contact the Authority’s Cultural Heritage 
Team (on 01629 815200) for further advice.  

11.12 The use of non-traditional materials, 
such as red clay tiles and concrete render should 
be avoided, as this detracts from the historic 
character and architectural quality of the 
buildings.

11.13 Unsympathetic extensions and additions 
to a traditional building may not only negatively 
impact on the historic quality of the building, but 
can also detract from the character of the 
Conservation Area at that point.  

11.14 Unsympathetically located modern 
fixtures on prominent elevations and roofs, such 
as satellite dishes, roof-lights, solar panels and 
wind turbines, can quickly accumulate and have 
a detrimental impact on the character of the 
Conservation Area. Please check with Planning 
Services (on 01629 816200), before installing 
any such item.  

11.15 The standard of street lighting and street 
furniture in Parwich could be improved, although 
the existing examples, while not aesthetic, do not 
significantly detract from the area. 

Trees and shrubs 

11.16 Trees and shrubs make an essential 
contribution to the character of Parwich and their 
removal would have a negative impact on the 
Conservation Area.  Some hedgerows are 
protected from destruction or damage under the 
Hedgerows Regulations of 1997. The Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990, makes special 
provision for trees in Conservation Areas which 
are not the subject of Tree Preservation Orders: 
anyone proposing to cut down or carry out work 
to a tree, is required by legislation to give the 
Planning Authority six weeks notice of their 
intention to do so. The Authority’s Tree 
Conservation Officer should be contacted (on 
01629 816200) before any lopping or felling of 
trees, shrubs or hedges takes place, and before 
carrying out other work to hedges.  

11.17 The trees on the football pitch and at 
Nethergreen are annually reviewed with the 
Authority’s Tree Conservation Officer, as they 
are diseased and may require felling. 

11.18 The many areas of woodland within the 
Conservation Area contribute to its overall 

character and appearance, and careful 
management of the trees within these areas will 
positively benefit the Conservation Area. 

Spaces

11.19 The green spaces in the centre of 
Parwich contribute significantly to the village’s 
character.  Demand for parking may put pressure 
on these spaces, but their removal would be 
detrimental to the character of the Conservation 
Area.  Any new parking scheme would be 
subject to Local Plan Policies LT10 and LT11 
and Structure Plan Policy T8. 

11.20 The recycling point beside the Sycamore 
Inn is in full view of the recreational open space 
and pond on the other side of the road. This area 
is visually unattractive and could be improved.  

11.21 The projecting pavement with bollards on 
Creamery Lane is a neutral to negative feature 
within the Conservation Area. It interrupts the 
flow of the Lane both visually and physically, and 
some modification would be welcomed.  

11.22 The narrow strip of grass on the 
pedestrian lane beside the Community Hall, and 
the large area of tarmac at the junction of Mount 
Pleasant and Station Road, are neutral 
elements. Improved landscaping of these areas 
would have a positive impact on the 
Conservation Area.  

P130  Large area of tarmac at bottom of Mount 
Pleasant

11.23 The pond and stream at the south-
eastern corner of Nethergreen are showing signs 
of neglect, and this area would benefit from 
some maintenance work. The ponds within the 
village may provide a habitat for great crested 
newts and it is recommended that the Authority’s 
Natural Environment Team should be contacted 
(on 01629 816200) before carrying out any 
works to these ponds. The wells below Knob Hall 
and behind Staines Cottage are also in need of 
some maintenance work.  



35

12.0 PLANNING POLICY 

12.1 The Peak District National Park 
Authority’s Structure Plan (adopted 1994) and 
the Local Plan (adopted 2001) set out the 
Authority’s policy position on Conservation 
Areas. The Authority aims to preserve and where 
possible enhance the character or appearance of 
Conservation Areas by the prevention of harmful 
development under Structure Plan Policy C4 and 
Local Plan Policy LC5 respectively.  

12.2 Development within Conservation Areas 
is controlled by the Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and the Town 
and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) Order 1995. There are currently 
no Article 4(2) Directions, removing certain 
permitted development rights, in the Parwich 
Conservation Area. Assessment of any 
development proposals will take place within the 
context of approved development plan policies 
and this Conservation Area analysis. 

12.3 The Local Plan has identified Parwich as 
a ‘Local Plan Settlement’ (LC2). Residential 
development necessary for relocation of non-
conforming uses, or which would enhance the 
valued characteristic of the National Park, may 
be permitted in this area. 

12.4 The whole of the Parwich Conservation 
Area is located in Recreational Zone 2. Under 
policies LR1 (Local Plan) and RT1 (Structure 
Plan), recreation- and tourism-related 
development is encouraged provided that it is 
appropriate in form, character, location and 
setting and will not have an unacceptable impact 
on the valued characteristics of the area. Zone 2 
uses include: picnic sites, small car parks and 
facilities linked to walking, cycling and riding with 
the reuse of existing buildings preferred to new 
build.

12.5 The large recreational field known as 
Parson’s Croft, immediately outside the 
Conservation Area boundary to the east, has 
been identified as a Community Recreation Site. 
Under policies LR2 (Local Plan) and RT2 
(Structure Plan), development that would 
prejudice the continued use of this site will not be 
permitted unless a satisfactory replacement, 
located conveniently in or on the edge of the 
settlement, can be provided in advance.  

12.6 There are 32 listed buildings in the 
Conservation Area. Development that affects the 
character of these historic assets shall be 
assessed against national guidance, Local Plan 
policies LC6 and LC7 and Structure Plan policy 
C9. Additionally, the proposed conversion of any 
building of historic or vernacular merit within the 
Conservation Area will have to take into 
consideration the points set out in Local Plan 
policy LC8 and Structure Plan policy C9. 

12.7 Eight sites within Parwich are identified 
on the County Historic Environment Record, as 
listed in section 3.1 of this document. 
Development that would affect these assets, or 
any other areas of archaeological potential, will 
only be permitted if in line with Local Plan 
policies LC15 and LC16 and Structure Plan 
policy C10. Where development has been 
permitted, the developer will be required to 
minimise its impact and, as appropriate, to 
record, safeguard and enhance the sites or 
features of special importance. Appropriate 
schemes for archaeological investigation, prior to 
and during development, will also normally be 
required. 

12.8 A number of protected species have 
been found in the Parwich Conservation Area, 
including bats roosting within the central area 
and Jacob’s Ladder growing near Creamery 
Cottage. It is possible that other protected 
species, as identified in the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), may be 
found.  Some development proposals within the 
Parwich Conservation Area are therefore likely to 
require specialised surveys, such as a bat 
survey, as part of a planning application. Trees, 
particularly mature trees may include features 
suitable for roosting bats. 

12.9 Developments leading to the loss of 
mature trees are also likely to require a bat 
survey.  Development proposals for areas where 
protected species exist should also include, and 
implement, a scheme for safeguarding the future 
survival of the protected species and their 
habitat. This will be a requisite condition of any 
relevant planning permission. For further 
information see the Authority’s Planning Practice 
Note: Protected  Species and Development in 
the Peak District National Park, or see the 
Authority’s website www.peakdistrict.gov.uk.
Some hedgerows are protected from destruction 
or damage under the Hedgerow Regulations of 
1997.  The guidance note provides further 
information.

12.10 In the Conservation Area, trees with a 
trunk over 75mm in diameter are protected. All 
wild birds, with the exception of those defined as 
quarry or pest species, are also protected under 
the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. Natural 
England therefore recommends that: ‘No tree or 
scrub clearance works shall be undertaken 
during the main bird breeding season (mid March 
to July inclusive)’. This condition will normally be 
attached to planning permissions that include 
tree, scrub and hedgerow removal. Development 
proposals for areas where protected bird species 
exist should include, and implement, a scheme 
for safeguarding the future survival of the 
protected bird species and their habitat. This will 
also be a requisite condition of any relevant 
planning permission. Development proposals 
affecting habitats of importance are covered by 
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Structure Plan Policies (C8), (C11), (C13) and 
Local Plan Policies (LC17) and (LC20). 

12.11 Parwich Moor is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). This designation 

protects the country’s best wildlife and geological 
sites. Safeguards and enhancements will be 
required for development that would affect the 
moor or its setting, in line with Local Plan policies 
LC17 and LC18 and Structure Plan Policy C11.



13.0 LISTED BUILDINGS IN PARWICH CONSERVATION AREA 

No. Address               Grade Date 

1 Orchard View. Creamery Lane     II Late C18th

2 Creamery Lane Cottages. Creamery Lane   II Late C18th

3 Church Farmhouse. Creamery Lane    II Late C18th

4 Flatts Stile Farmhouse. Dam Lane    II Late C18th

5.   Barn to north of Flatts Stile Farmhouse. Dam Lane  II Late C18th

6 Methodist Chapel, attached wall and railings. Dam Lane  II 1847 
8 Church of St. Peter, The Green      II* 1873-4 
9 Flaxdale House, attached outbuildings, garden wall and gate II 1756 
 piers. The Green 
10 Ivy Cottage and The Cottage. The Green   II Late C18th

11 Willow Cottage and garden wall. The Green   II Late C18th

12 Hallcliffe House and garden wall. The Green   II 1776 
13 Church Gate House and Church Gate Cottage. The Green II Mid C18th

14 Gardeners Cottage. Kiln Lane     II Late C18th

15 Knob Hall. Kiln Lane      II Mid C17th

16 The Fold. Main Street      II Mid C18th / Early C19th

17 Outbuilding to north of The Fold. Main Street   II C17th

18 Brentwood. Main Street      II C19th

19 Fernlea. Main Street      II C18th

20 Sunniside, garden wall, gate piers and railings. Main Street II Early C19thc
21 Brook House and Brook Cottage. Main Street   II Late C18th / Mid C19th

24 Shaw House and attached outbuilding. Shaw Lane  II C17th

25 Shaw Lane Cottage. Shaw Lane     II C17th

27 Townhead House. Smithy Lane     II Mid C18th

28 Slate House. Smithy Lane     II C17th

29 Crown House and attached outbuilding. Smithy Lane  II Late C18th

30 The Rookery. Smithy Lane     II Late C18th

31 Wheatsheaf Cottage and Hallgates Cottage. Smithy Lane II Mid C18th

32 Parwich Hall. Smithy Lane     II* 1747, 1910, 1931 
33 Garden terraces, walls and entrance gates. Smithy Lane  II c1905 
34 Summerhouse at Parwich Hall. Smithy Lane   II c1905 
35 Stabling and attached cottage opposite Parwich Hall.  II Mid C18th

Smithy Lane 
36 House and garden wall to south-west of Fernlea.   II Mid C18th

 The Square 
37 School, former schoolmaster’s house and retaining wall.  II 1861 
 The Square 
38 K6 Telephone Kiosk      II 1935  

Summary: 
0 Grade I Listed Buildings 
2 Grade II* Listed Buildings 
32 Grade II Listed Buildings 
NB: There are other listed buildings in Parwich Parish but they are outside the Conservation Area. 

37



14.0 GLOSSARY 

Agrarian   Of the land or its cultivation (Oxford Dictionary). 

Ancillary   In architectural terms this usually refers to a secondary structure, for instance stables or 
outbuilding. 

Ancient Monument Ancient monuments are legally protected archaeological sites and buildings 
designated under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979.  It is an 
offence to carry out works to them without the written consent of the Secretary of State.  

Ashlar Masonry that has been carefully cut, dressed and squared, to be employed as facing 
stone in finely jointed level courses. 

Baffle Entry   Also referred to as lobby entry, this is when there is a lobby area on entering a building 
with a fireplace directly in front, usually serving two rooms, obstructing the route straight 
through the dwelling. 

Coped gables   Gable walls that have a course of flat stone laid on top. 

Cruck Frame Constructed primarily in the north and west of England from the medieval period 
through to the 19th century (Brunskill 2000). This method of timber-framing is based 
upon two curved timbers, known as blades, positioned in an A shape. These paired 
timbers are usually cut from a single tree. The blades are joined at the apex and roof 
loads are transferred along roof purlins, then directly to the ground via the blades. A tie 
beam and collar assist the restraining of the structure whilst the base of the cruck sits 
on a soleplate, padstones or on a plinth. 

Curtilage Area attached to a house and forming one enclosure with it. (Oxford Dictionary 1996).

Dormer  window   Window placed vertically in the sloping plane of a roof (Pevsner 2002). 

Dormitory  Commuter settlement or suburb.  

Double pile plan  The building is entirely two rooms in depth (Brunskill 2000). 

Drip moulds A horizontal moulding for throwing water off and so protecting the windows immediately 
below.  Drip moulds are also used on chimneys. 

Enclosure Award Between the mid-18th and late-19th centuries a large amount of waste and common 
land was enclosed in England and Wales.  This enclosure movement was undertaken 
under the strong belief in the need for agricultural improvement amongst landowners at 
the time.  To enclose land the distribution of the newly enclosed fields had to be 
approved.  This approval could be via an Act of Parliament, the central courts or private 
agreement between local landowners.  In all legally ratified cases, and some privately 
agreed examples, an enclosure award setting down the agreed extent and layout of the 
enclosure in writing and a corresponding plan was drawn up.  The level of accuracy 
and detail that allotment boundaries were planned to is usually good, but in many cases 
the subdivisions into individual fields were not shown.  Their coverage therefore varies 
from one area to another.  In the case of Parliamentary Awards these were often done 
on a parish by parish basis.  

HER Historic Environment Record (HER) 
Holloway   A sunken track worn down over time, with slightly raised sides. 

Hood mouldings  Projecting moulding above an arch or a lintel to throw-off water (Pevsner 2002). 

Kneeler   Horizontal decorative projection at the base of a gable (Pevsner 2002). 

Lintel Horizontal beam or stone bridging an opening (Pevsner 2002). 

Lime kiln  In the Medieval period, from at least as early as 1100 AD, Peak District villages were 
surrounded by large strip fields (often referred to as ‘open fields’ – in upland areas it is 
debatable whether some parts of them remained open for long and thus the term strip 
field is preferred).  While often bounded at their edges by banks and ditches, internally 
they were initially divided into a large number of unfenced cultivation strips.  The use of 
strips allowed a fair distribution of different grades of land between lord and villagers.  
This system was designed to favour the needs of arable cultivation.  It seems to have 
been introduced into the area from the lowlands of the Midlands.  In the Peak District, 
pastoral farming was of equal or greater importance, and individual strips or parcels of 
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strips were enclosed from an early date. Others, in less favourable locations in what are 
known as ‘outfields’, may have only been used in an intermittent way. 

Mullion Vertical posts or uprights dividing a window into ‘lights’ (Pevsner 2002).  Mullions can 
be shaped or chamfered which can give an indication as to age. 

Neolithic The prehistoric period which comes between the Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) and the 
Bronze Age, dating roughly from 4000 to 2000 BC.  This was the time of the adoption of 
the first agricultural practices, including cereal cultivation, but more importantly the 
rearing of domesticated animals, including herds of cattle and flocks of sheep.  In the 
beginning, farmers moved around the landscape with their herds, much as they had in 
the Mesolithic (except they took animals with them rather than following wild game).  It 
was only after more than a thousand years that they settled in more ‘permanent’ farms 
which they surrounded by hedged fields.  They built impressive ceremonial 
monuments, often used to establish traditional right to the use of land, by burying the 
bones of the ancestors to overlook pastures. 

Parish The smallest unit of local government is the civil parish.  In some areas this covers the 
same area as an ecclesiastical parish which is the area of jurisdiction covered by the 
parish church.  Ecclesiastical parishes are almost always the remains of Medieval 
manors especially in rural areas and many have remained unaltered in their boundaries 
since the Medieval period.  However, in the Peak District many parishes became 
defined by the boundaries of Townships. 

Pediment The classical equivalent of a gable, often used without any relation to a roof.  Often 
used over an opening, particularly doorways.

Pinch point A visual effect which suggests a narrowing of the street scene.  It is typically caused by 
a bend in a road and the proximity of buildings on either side.

Quoins Dressed stones at the (exterior) angles of a building.  

SAC Special Areas Of Conservation (SACs). Sites of international importance for wildlife, 
protected under the European Habitats Directive and the Habitats Regulations.  Any 
proposal which might have a significant effect on a SAC must be formally assessed and 
if likely to damage the interest, can only go ahead if there are no reasonable 
alternatives, there are significant overriding reasons and compensatory measures are 
provided. 

SSSI Site of special scientific interest (SSSIs). Sites of national importance for their wildlife or 
geological interest, protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (and 
subsequent amendments).  Owners/occupiers must consult Natural England if they 
wish to carry out operations which might damage the interest of the site, and public 
bodies have a duty to take reasonable steps to further the conservation and 
enhancement of SSSIs (e.g. when considering planning issues). 

Staffordshire Blue These dull, dark purple bricks, known as engineering bricks, are made from Etruria  

Bricks Marl burnt at a high heat which produces a material that is strong and impervious. 

Strip field In the Medieval period, from at least as early as 1100 AD, Peak District villages were 
surrounded by large strip fields (often referred to as ‘open fields’ – in upland areas it is 
debatable whether some parts of them remained open for long and thus the term strip 
field is preferred).  While often bounded at their edges by banks and ditches, internally 
they were initially divided into a large number of unfenced cultivation strips.  The use of 
strips allowed a fair distribution of different grades of land between lord and villagers.  
This system was designed to favour the needs of arable cultivation.  It seems to have 
been introduced into the area from the lowlands of the Midlands.  In the Peak District, 
pastoral farming was of equal or greater importance, and individual strips or parcels of 
strips were enclosed from an early date. Others, in less favourable locations in what are 
known as ‘outfields’, may have only been used in an intermittent way. 

Tithe map Shows the boundaries of land and property within the Tithe area.  A tithe was tenth of a 
person’s produce or income given voluntarily or as a tax to the church.

Vernacular  An indigenous building constructed of locally available materials, to local detail, without 
the benefit of an architect.  Vernacular architecture can be defined as dwellings and ‘all 
other buildings of the people’ (Oliver, 2003). 
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