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INTRODUCTION TO CONSERVATION AREAS & APPRAISALS 

What is a Conservation Area? 
A Conservation Area is defined as an area of ‘special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’ (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990). 
Each Conservation Area has a unique character shaped by a combination of elements including buildings, 
materials, spaces, trees, street plan, history and economic background. 
The aim of Conservation Area designation is to ensure that this character is not destroyed or undermined 
by inappropriate changes. 

Conservation Areas in the Peak District National Park 
There are 109 Conservation Areas in the National Park. Most contain groups of traditional buildings. 
Others include Historic Parks and Gardens, such as Lyme Park, or industrial sites, such as Cressbrook 
Mill.
Conservation Areas generally have an aesthetic quality that makes them desirable places in which to live. 
In order to preserve and enhance this aesthetic quality, a high standard of design and materials is required 
of any development within a Conservation Area. Organisations, including utility providers, are encouraged 
to exercise care and sensitivity.  

Grant Assistance in a Conservation Area 
Grants are available for the repair and reinstatement of external architectural features to both listed and 
unlisted buildings and stone boundary walls in a Conservation Area. Such works may include, for example, 
the repair of stone slate roofs, or the re-instatement of historically appropriate windows. For further 
information and advice please contact the Cultural Heritage Team (on 01629 816200). 
Funding may also be available for tree planting and tree surgery (no grants are provided for tree felling). 
For further information please contact the Tree Conservation Officer (on 01629 816200).  
Parish Councils and local organisations can apply to the Authority for help in funding environmental 
enhancements to public spaces.  
If local communities want to produce a Management Action Plan they can seek advice on both production 
of the plan and sources of funding for projects identified within it from the Authority’s Village Officers (on 
01629 816200).
For further information about grant assistance within a Conservation Area, please refer to the Authority’s  
website: www.peakdistrict.gov.uk

Planning Constraints in a Conservation Area 
Conservation Area designation brings with it some legislative controls to ensure that any changes respect 
the special character of the area. The following works in a Conservation Area will require permission: 
� Demolition of all, or most of a building, including boundary walls. 
� Lopping or felling trees. 
Other works that may require permission include: 
� Cladding a building.
� Installation of a satellite dish or domestic micro-generation equipment.
� The addition of a dormer window.  
For further advice, please contact the Authority’s Planning Services (on 01629 816000). 

What is a Conservation Area Appraisal? 
Local Authorities have a duty to review Conservation Areas from time to time. The preparation, publication 
and formal adoption of Conservation Area Appraisals is part of this process.  Appraisals are being carried 
out, and in some instances reviewed, for each of the Peak District National Park’s 109 Conservation 
Areas.  English Heritage’s ‘Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals’ (2006) forms the basis of the 
Authority’s appraisals.    
Appraisals identify the special qualities that make a place worthy of designation as a Conservation Area.  
They look at ways in which the character of a place can be preserved or enhanced and are intended to 
inform future changes, not to prevent them altogether.  Draft Conservation Area Appraisals will be 
available for public consultation prior to adoption. 
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Conservation Area Appraisals should be read in conjunction with the Peak District National Park’s 
Structure and Local Plans, the Design Guide (2007) and the Landscape Character Assessment (2008).  
The relevant national guidance should also be taken into account, for example Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 15: ‘Planning and the Historic Environment’ and Planning Policy Guidance Note 16: ‘Archaeology and 
Planning’. These documents all include policies that help protect the special character of Conservation 
Areas and guide new development. 
The Parwich Conservation Area Appraisal was adopted by the Peak District National Park Authority’s 
Planning Committee on 17th October 2008. Copies of the Appraisal are available on request from the 
National Park Authority and on our website. Copies of this document have also been sent to Parwich 
Parish Council and Derbyshire Local Studies Library. 

How will the Appraisal be used? 
An appraisal can be used to assess the impact of proposed development on Conservation Areas and their 
settings. It can also assist in both planning appeals, the development of planning policy and community-led 
initiatives.
An appraisal can identify opportunities for change and elements that would benefit from enhancement.  
This information could be used by local communities, individuals, the Authority and other agencies to 
develop initiatives that aim to protect or sympathetically enhance an area.  
An appraisal can promote understanding and awareness of an area.  It can be used as a starting point for 
interpretive materials such as information boards and local guides.  It also provides a social and historical 
record of a place at a specific point in time, helping to create, maintain or enhance a sense of place. 
Appraisals can help attract funding for improvements in an area. They can act as a catalyst for further 
enhancement work and community projects, encouraging partnerships between local communities, 
organisations and the Authority. 
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