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DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 

IMPROVEMENT AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

9 July 2008 
 

 Report of the Strategic Director Environmental Services 

 
Review of the Use of Motorised Vehicles in the Countryside 

 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 
To inform Members of the progress made in implementation of findings into 
the review into the use of motorised vehicles in the countryside. 
 
2. Information and Analysis 
 
The appendix shows the progress made against each of the 
recommendations arising from the review. 
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Committee notes the progress made.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In preparing this report the relevance of the following 
factors has been considered: prevention of crime and 
disorder, equality of opportunity; and legal, financial, 
environmental, health, respect for human rights, personnel 
and property considerations. 



Use of Motorised Vehicles in the Countryside Update Derbyshire County Council 
Progress Report – June 2008   
 
 
Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

Derbyshire County Council to work with 
the Peak District National Park 
Authority to gather and map 
information on the non-classified 
highway (NCH) network. 
 
Work needs to be undertaken to 
determine an acceptable definition of 
the term sustainable with reference to 
the condition of unsealed minor 
highways.  
 
It is proposed that the Local Access 
Forums be consulted and a working 
group set up to advise on any 
proposals 
 
 
 

Audit state 
of existing 
information 
 

Derbyshire County Council Countryside Service has been 
working with the Peak District National Park Authority 
(PDNPA) to gather information on the NCH network including:  

- Condition and use 
- Sustainability 
- Route  

Both Peak National Park Staff and DCC Rights of Way 
Inspectors in the summer and autumn of 2006 gathered the 
data on the NCH network which was then put into a digital 
format.  

 
 
This initial work resulted in surveys carried out on 180 'other 
routes with public access'. It does not include claimed routes 
and is solely within Derbyshire, however, the 180 routes 
represent approximately half of the potential network of 
unsealed highways within the Peak District National Park: 
 
This work has involved an analysis of  

  

• The Highway Authorities ‘list of streets’ that are 
maintained at the public expense. This record 



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

classifies streets into A roads, B roads and NCHs. 
Not all of these routes will have proven vehicle 
rights. The survey will need to identify and address 
those routes where there is certainty that such 
rights exist. 

• The handover schedules.  

• The Definitive Map and any outstanding changes 
which have yet to be recorded. 

• Other routes which may have no legal status, but 
which are know to have been used legitimately by 
motorised vehicles. 

• 8 vehicle loggers have been purchased and are 
being used on a rolling basis on 30 routes across 
the National Park. They are providing interesting 
information with regards to patterns of use and 
vehicle type. Logging has for example, established 
that use averages at around 150 vehicles per 28 
days on each route ( 5.4 vehicles per day) of which 
75% are motorbikes, and that use occurs primarily 
at weekends (about 80%). Loggers can differentiate 
between agricultural vehicles and larger four wheel 
drives. 

 
The Director of Environmental Services 
reviews the most effective 
management arrangements for dealing 

 
 
 

 DCC Highways to deal with this request, progressing with the 
23 red routes, classified as those warranting urgent action. 



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

with all unsealed minor highways and 
Traffic Regulation Orders 

 
 
 

Derbyshire County Council Reviews 
the Motorised Vehicles Policy in the 
Countryside 
 

Allocate Resources to 
undertake a review 

Allocation of staff time from October 2007 to commence a 
review of the Policy 

Derbyshire County Council Officers 
work to identify, in line with the findings 
of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
and in consultation with the LAFs, 
through routes that link the network. 

Allocate resources and 
build on survey work 
with sub group. 

September 2007. Build on survey in Peak Park to provide a 
pro forma approach to develop a network creation. Ongoing. 

Derbyshire County Council officers 
identify NCH's that are likely to be 
rights of way that should be shown on 
the Definitive Map. Legal Services will 
then investigate and assess the 
evidence to determine whether a 
Definitive Map Modification Order 
should be made on the basis of the 
evidence available. 
The aim of this process is to identify a 
comprehensive record of unsealed 
minor highways with public vehicular 
access rights 

Dependent on 
resources  

• September 2007. Build on survey in Peak Park to 
provide a pro forma approach to develop a 
network creation. 

• Identified as a future action point in the RoWiP. 
 
 

   



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

In conjunction with relevant elements of 
the Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
and the Local Transport Plan, 
Derbyshire County Council develops a 
management strategy for the network 
of unsealed minor highways in line with 
the results of the Sustainability Pilot. 
 

 • DCC and PDNPA officers have met with 
representatives Derbyshire Vehicle User 
Consultees (DVUC) to understand and develop 
ideas to find solutions to matters associated with 
use and proposed management of MPV’s in the 
Countryside. 

• Identified as a future action point in the RoWIP. 

• Officers work with other National Parks – The 
PDNP will be seeing how other approaches work 
across the country, a number of interesting 
approaches are being taken although it is 
important to realise that the Peak District National 
Park has the largest potential issues to solve (for 
example the Yorkshire Dales have around 100 
potential vehicular routes, the Peak Park have 
400), combined with the ease of access from 
urban conurbations this makes our area 
particularly challenging.  

• Peak Staff have visited the Hierarchy of Trails 
initiative in the Lake District National Park to 
discuss approaches from which we may learn 
from. 

• Realistic targets: The PDNPA & DCC aim is to try 
to deliver results on the ground and via the web 
and through visitor centres to try to diffuse the 
situation through information .We have to be 



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

realistic in terms of targets however as resources 
are currently still limited to part of the duties for a 
part time post for the PDNP and aim towards staff 
time within DCC Countryside Service operations. 

The existing processes for determining 
Definitive Map Modification 
Orders be reviewed 

 • Identified as a future action point in the RoWiP. 
 

A Code of Conduct for Users be 
developed 
 

 • Code of Conduct for vehicle users drawn up in 
consultation with LAF and vehicle users. 

• The PDNP have made available three publications 
available to the public. One a credit- card sized 
note that Rangers and the Police can carry round 
which gives details of the website, another 
outlining the code of conduct for vehicle users and 
third detailing the issue for the public. 

• The Police have been particularly welcoming 
about having literature that enables them to 
engage with vehicle users in a positive way. 

• Website – The PDNPA have set up website area 
on the PDNP website – this has all off-road 
information – links to claims, lists of restricted 
byways, TROs etc as well as codes of conduct 
and information from the general public. The 
website feedback is welcomed and is a 
developing tool to enable the PDNP and DCC 
provide accurate information out to the public 



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

The legal use of the network of 
unsealed minor highways be 
enforced: 
- Derbyshire County Council should 
record information about 
incidents that have occurred on the 
network of unsealed 
minor highways and give this 
information to the police 
- Develop a campaign with Derbyshire 
Constabulary, 
community safety partnerships, user 
groups, Peak District 
National Park Authority and Derbyshire 
County Council to 
raise awareness of users rights and 
responsibilities and 
target illegal use 
- Consider what physical barriers are 
feasible according to 
location and the legal position 
 

 • Identified as a future action point in the RoWiP. 
 

Powers be utilised to implement Traffic 
Regulation Orders having 
regard to current Government guidance 
 

 PDNPA have met with DCC Highways – the Head of Access 
and Recreation met representatives from DCC Highways on 
16th February 2007 to discuss areas of mutual interest. 
Further meetings took place in April and May 2008.  



Task identified in Action Plan from 
Scrutiny Report 
 

Action identified Progress  

The Council encourage Community 
Safety Partnerships to look at 
the issue of the use of motor vehicles 
on the urban fringe and in rural 
areas 
 

Joint Police operations 
and leaflets 

• Regular ongoing operations in the North East of the 
County & South East. 

• The Police, accompanied by PDNP Ranger staff, are 
making regular contact with vehicle users on the 
ground to promote the code of conduct and better 
communications and understanding. 

• Where required enforcement action has been taken 
and fines issued. 

• Meetings with Police and PDNPA staff regarding 
operations in the Peak Park. 

• Liaison with DCC Community Safety Team regarding 
provision of off road riding sites on private land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


