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Upper Derwent Valley from Bleaklow © Penny Anderson 

1.1 The background  

The wildlife of the Peak District: the plants and animals and the habitats they live in, are special and 
diverse. They include many rare and threatened species and habitats, the character of which reflect our 
unique geographical position at the crossroads between upland and lowland, north and south or east and 
west.  

The wildlife, along with our geological inheritance, provides the fabric for the nationally important 
landscape that IS the Peak District, encapsulated in the National Park status: the core of our Local Nature 
Partnership

1
 area. They are fundamental to all the other features of the area on which our local economy 

and welfare depend.  

Nature enriches and inspires the lives of the millions of 
people who live in and visit the Peak District, whether it is 
the evocative cry of the curlew, the mass of flowers in the 
dales or the pink of heather in full bloom on the moors. For 
many, the Peak District is the ideal place to escape, relax 
and feel close to nature.  

It is important to think of the habitats and species not just 
in nature conservation terms but also in their role of 
providing other environmental benefits to people ï the so-
called ecosystem services. These come in various and 
sometimes possibly unexpected forms. They affect us all ï 
a sustainably managed and restored landscape with more 
woodland cover, no heavy grazing, and restored blanket  
bogs leads to better flood control in the lower areas 

downstream; the same healthy landscape with pollutant control also contributes to better water quality in 
our catchments and therefore at the water treatment works. Trees and shrubs trap air pollutants and 
contribute to improved air quality; the habitats and topography as a whole are the main features 
contributing to the quality of the landscape and they support our cultural heritage. The habitats and their 
plants and animals are, in turn, a product of our land use history ï the centuries of cultural use for past 
communities have moulded their character and provide important links with our history and sense of place. 

There is increasing value being recognised in the benefits that being out in the natural environment, or 
even just being able to gaze upon it, can have to human health and wellbeing. Healthy habitats and 
species populations underpin these services; they indicate when weôre getting things right and also where 
we could be doing more. 

The wildlife of the Peak District is also part of the Natural Capital of the region. This is not the same as 
ecosystem services, but represents the elements of nature that produce value directly or indirectly to 
people. This might include the forest stock, minerals, fish or energy resources. Our Natural Capital 
underpins all other types of capital and is the foundation on which our economy, society and prosperity are 
built

2
. The key elements of our Natural Capital are: 

¶ Minerals 

¶ Subsoils including buried archaeology 

¶ Land, including its topography 

¶ Fresh water ï in terms of rivers, water quality, flooding, ponds, reservoirs and mill ponds 

¶ Ecological communities encompassing all the different habitats 

¶ Species ï of all kinds in small or large populations 

¶ Atmosphere ï reflecting air quality 

¶ Soils ï in terms of value for farming or other activities. 

In addition to the direct economic and health benefits that a healthy and sustainably managed environment 
brings, the high quality environment of the Peak District also plays a significant role in the regional 
economy by attracting businesses and the workforce on which they depend to the area, including the 
surrounding towns and cities. The importance of this is reflected, for example, in the ñOutdoor Cityò 
branding of Sheffield. 

                                                      
1 Nature Peak District is our Local Nature Partnership (LNP) 
2 Natural Capital Initiative 2015 

http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/about/
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Upper Dove Valley © Penny Anderson 

Habitats and species, the soils they sit on/in, the streams that feed from the catchments, and the landform 
they occupy all play central roles in our Natural Capital. The health of our habitats and species is critically 
important in supporting both these Natural Capital resources and ecosystem services. This is particularly 
important in the face of climate change in order to assist species moving to keep within their favourable 
climate envelope. In addition, it is also especially pertinent in the context of a National Park.  

One of the two primary purposes of the National Park is to 

óconserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritageô. 

However, the National Parks were not given powers to achieve this fully and the decline in some habitats 
and species has been as severe as in many other parts of the country. The consequences for the whole 
country are reflected in the National Biodiversity 2020 Strategy with its mission to  

óhalt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and 
establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the 

benefit of wildlife and peopleô. 

Nature Peak Districtôs ambition is for 

óa thriving and inspiring landscape richer in bio- and geo-diversity, where a valued 
natural and cultural environment, central to decision making, is managed for wildlife, 

promotes healthier lives and benefits the local economy.ô 

This ambition embraces the principles set out in the Lawton report
3
: óMaking Space for Natureô to restore 

nature conservation value across the country, which are summarised as 

 óbigger, better, more and joined upô.  

This translates into bigger areas of habitats to reduce pressure on small areas and to enable some 
movement with climate change; better quality habitats to support more species in viable populations; 
more habitats, particularly priority ones to counterbalance the significant habitat loss that has occurred; 
joining smaller habitats up to provide bigger, more viable areas of habitats and corridors for movement 
and sustainable populations. These are translated into landscape scale strategies for nature conservation. 
In turn, such an enhanced biodiversity would support ecosystem services and Natural Capital and 
therefore underpin the local economy and wellbeing of the local and visiting human population.  

Nature Peak Districtôs ambition fits well with the value of 
the natural world as a central part of Natural Capital and its 
importance in providing ecosystem services, thus giving 
emphasis to the importance of the natural environment for 
associated economic, social and cultural values.   

  

                                                      
3 Lawton, J.H., Brotherton, P.N.M., Brown, V.K., Elphick, C., Fitter, A.H., Forshaw, J., Haddow, R.W., Hilborne, S., Leafe, R.N., Mace, 
G.M., Southgate, M.P., Sutherland, W.J., Tew, T.E., Varley, J. & Wynne, G.R. Making Space for Nature: a review of England's wildlife 
sites and ecological network. 2010 
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Monks Dale © Penny Anderson 

1.2 The need for a State of Nature Report in the Peak District  

The national State of Nature Report
4
 (a collaborative report by 25 UK conservation and research 

organisations produced in 2013) revealed that of the species for which there was sufficient data (3,148), 
60% have declined over the last 50 years, and 31% have declined strongly. These totals only represent a 
small proportion of all species in the country (some 5%) as there are inadequate or no data for the rest. 
The most affected species are those with specialist rather than general habitat needs and habitat 
destruction or degradation is blamed for most losses. Climate change is having effects at the same time, 
adding to the pressure on species.  

The Peak District is not immune to these same losses 
and Nature Peak District LNP is keen to explore the 
extent to which the findings in the national State of 
Nature report apply to our area. This report fills that 
gap.  

It follows that, to promote a healthy natural 
environment, Nature Peak District has a major role in 
shaping and facilitating the Biodiversity Strategy in the 
Peak District. In order to be most effective, however, 
we must take a strategic view and understand the state 
of nature in the Peak District and the activities that 
affect species and habitats, both positively and 
negatively, so that we can identify the future priorities 
for achieving the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), LNP 
and wider National Park aims.  

1.3 Data used 
 
The aim has been to source as much data as possible on how much of different habitats and species are 
present, but also to detect trends over time where possible so that we are better informed about losses 
and gains. Such data has not been easy to obtain and tends to be dispersed in a number of locations 
needing collating to represent our area, which covers parts of several counties.  

Various reports have been used and are referenced for many of the habitats and species, but additional 
information has been gleaned from the Peak District BAP progress reports (annually at first, 2008/9 and 
2011-13) and the Peak District BAP pages on the internet. These are not specifically referenced.  Some 
consultees have added further examples.  

Trends or signs of change have been derived from a number of sources, some as proxy data, others 
indicative but not covering the whole area. The main sources are: 

¶ Various habitat- or species-based surveys and reports, including recent books on the birds of 
different counties; 

¶ National Character Area reports; 

¶ Analysis of GIS data held by the National Park Authority and others; and 

¶ Agri-environment data accessed from Natural England on a park-wide basis. 

Unless otherwise stated, data figures have been derived from the BAP GIS database held by the Peak 
District National Park Authority (NPA). Additional information has been acquired from Natural Englandôs 
National Character Area (NCA) profiles and the Forestry Commission. The data presented from these 
sources are not complete or definitive, but provide the best available information at the time of preparation 
of this report. 

  

                                                      
4 RSPB and 25 other UK Conservation and Research Organisations, 2013 State of Nature 
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1.4 The knowl edge gaps 
 
The search for relevant information has revealed that there is limited up-to-date information on the extent 
of some habitats, their quality and trends of loss or gain across the whole LNP area in recent years. The 
BAP reporting system has provided some functionality for this in the past, but in many instances there is 
no updated information available and habitats that are not of sufficiently high quality to be accepted as 
BAP habitats are generally not included. A large amount of data has been collected over the years through 
various partnership projects and from individuals with a passion for a particular species. Not all these data 
are available on a computerised mapping system (GIS), nor has it all been systematically recorded, 
making it difficult to include and identify trends.  

Despite these difficulties, this report sets out our best estimate of the State of Nature in the Peak District. 
Care must be taken in interpreting the data provided as it has not in general been produced for this 
purpose. The report identifies the information gaps that need filling as part of the next steps.  
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1.5 Background to nature in the Peak District  
 
Like the National Park, the LNP area is complex ï it spans four geographical regions, lies within six 
different counties and incorporates three distinctive National Character Areas (NCAs) as well as the 
National Park boundary. Figure 1 shows the three main NCAs within the LNP boundary: Dark Peak (NCA 
51), White Peak (NCA 52) and South West Peak (NCA 53). The darker shades show the small areas from 
other NCAs that are incorporated into the whole LNP area to include the National Park boundary and the 
important area around Glossop.  

The Dark Peak NCA is 86,604ha, plus outlying areas from NCA 54 Manchester Pennine Fringe (1,955ha), 
NCA 36 Southern Pennines (12ha), NCA 50 Derbyshire Peak Fringe (724ha), and NCA 37 Yorkshire 
Southern Pennine Fringe (385ha). For the purposes of this report all these areas are considered together 
and referred to as óDark Peakô.  

Similarly, the White Peak NCA is 52,860ha, plus the outlying area around Fenny Bentley from NCA 68 
Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands (578ha). For the purposes of this report again all these areas 
together are considered and referred to as óWhite Peakô. 

The South West Peak boundary is unchanged from the original NCA boundary. The whole LNP area is 
referred to as the óPeak Districtô throughout this report. 

Table 1 The areas of the different zones that form the LNP 

ZONE AREA (ha) %  of LNP AREA 

LNP area (Ȭ0ÅÁË $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭ) 185,686  
National Park 143,700 77.4 
Dark Peak 89,680 48.3 
White Peak 53,438 28.8 
South West Peak 42,568 22.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key to Figure 1 
 
   

South West Peak NCA 

Dark Peak NCA 

Dark Peak outlying areas 

White Peak NCA 

White Peak outlying area 

Nature Peak District LNP boundary/ óPeak Districtô 

Peak District National Park boundary 
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 Figure 1 The Nature Peak District area - Dark Peak, White Peak and South West Peak National Character 
Areas 



 

Nature Peak District  10 

 

0
5000

10000
15000
20000
25000
30000
35000
40000
45000
50000

199719992001200320052007200920112013

S
S

S
I 

a
re

a
 (

h
e

c
ta

re
s) 

Year 

Biodiversity SSSI condition since 1997 

Favourable

Unfavourable recovering

Unfavourable no change

Unfavourable declining

Partially destroyed

The value of the special habitats in the Peak District is recognised nationally and internationally
5
 by a 

range of designations as shown on Figures 3-5. The BAP area contains, wholly or partly: 

¶ 1 Special Protection Area (SPA); South Pennine Moors (Phase 1 and 2) which covers much of the 
Dark Peak Moors (and others to the north), the Leek Moors and those east of and north of Matlock  

¶ 3 National Nature Reserves (NNR); Dovedale, Derbyshire Dales and Kinder Scout 

¶ 4 Special Areas of Conservation (SAC); Bees nest & Green Clay Pits, Gang Mine, Peak District 
Dales, South Pennine Moors (which includes parts of the Leek Moors and Eastern Moors SSSIs) 

¶ 85 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) (of which 29 are Earth Heritage sites) 

Table 2 Area of protected habitats within the NCAs of the Peak District in hectares (and % of land in the NCA 
covered by the designation) 

DESIGNATION PEAK DISTRICT DARK PEAK WHITE PEAK SOUTH WEST PEAK 

SPA 45,255 (26%) 39,970 (48%) 8 (<1%) 5277 (12%) 

SAC 46,376 (25%) 39,600 (44%) 2339 (4%) 4437 (10%) 

NNR 1919 (1%) 853 (1%) 1066 (2%) 0 

SSSI* 48,939 (26%) 40,360 (45%) 3086 (6%) 5493 (13%) 

Total designated area  49,280 (27%) 40,400 (45%) 3374 (6%) 5506 (13%) 

* Not including Earth Heritage units. Note that SPAs and SACs are all SSSIs as well. Most of each NNR is also an SSSI. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2010, over 95% of SSSI units have been in Favourable or Unfavourable Recovering condition
6
, with 

the current figure at 97%, reflecting the considerable effort that has been made in working with land 
managers to introduce or expand sustainable habitat management and restoration, since 2002 in 
particular. This collectively has positioned habitats and species on the road to recovery, even if full 
recovery is still a long way off within some parts of these nationally important sites.  

As well as these sites, there are other Local Wildlife Sites, recognised by nature conservation Non-
Government Organisations, with protection incorporated into local plans. These second tier sites add to the 
overall wildlife value of the area. There are the following sites in each NCA: 

¶ Dark Peak: 106 sites covering 7,857ha 

¶ White Peak: 138 sites covering 1,100ha 

¶ South West Peak: 137 sites covering 3,715ha. 

                                                      
5 Even if with leaving the European Union designations of international importance no longer apply, the relative importance of species 
and habitats at this level would will still remain 
6 The condition of sites is assessed using standardised sets of criteria for each habitat or species feature of interest 

Figure 2 Biodiversity SSSI condition since 1997 
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