
                                        
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Habitats, Longshaw Estate Teachers Notes 

 

Thank you for booking a visit at the Moorland Discovery Centre.  Please check all details both on the 
programme and on your booking confirmation. 

Programme overview 

Become inspired by the biodiversity and special web of wildlife found in 
the Peak District National Park.  You will compare 2-3 habitats such as 
moorlands, woodlands, ponds or streams. Identifying and classifying 
common plants and animals, learning about amazing adaptations and 
food chains. 

A special quality of the Peak District is the rich, rare and internationally 
important wildlife and habitats, making this the perfect place for a 
habitat study. 

Learning Outcomes 

All students will… 

 Understand what habitats are found in the chosen location of 
Peak District National Park and their special wildlife.   

 Use scientific terminology. 

 Work scientifically; use field equipment/props in an appropriate 
manner. 

 Identify a number of species from different habitats. 

 Identify plant species. 

 Understand the importance of heathy habitats to sustain 
wildlife. 

 Learn to care better for habitats and wildlife. 
Most students will…. 

 Learn about the rare habitats and wildlife in the PDNP. 

 Identify and classify species from a number of habitats. 

 Investigate and understand animal adaptations. 
Some students will…. 

 Group species identified on common features, body parts etc. 

 Understand the link between habitat and species evolution. 
 
Curriculum links 
Y3 Animals 

 identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food; 
they get nutrition from what they eat  
 

Y4 Living things and their habitats 

 recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways  

 explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and 
name a variety of living things in their local and wider 

 environment recognise that environments can change and that 
this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

To get the most from your visit, please 
come prepared.  Here is some useful 
information to help you and your class 
optimize your learning: 
 
We hold the Learning Outside the 
Classroom quality badge, certificate 
number R2QB103464 

 
Pre visit preparation. Read and follow 
guidance below. 
 
Prior Learning activities - It is helpful if 
the children are familiar with the 
concepts of a habitat. For this visit it is 
useful if children are in small groups with 
an adult before arriving.  

Weather – Wellies must be worn to 
enter the streams. We advise that adults 
should also wear wellies so they can help 
pupils. It is also good idea to bring spare 
shoes and possibly trousers in care you 
get wet. We have a number of wellies we 
can lend on the day.  
 
 We believe experiencing the outdoor 
elements is an integral part of your 
pupil’s experience.  We continue 
activities in all but the very worst 
weather so please make sure everyone 
comes prepared to be outside in rain or 
shine!  Check the forecast before your 
day. 
 
Clothing - Please ensure that children are 
wearing appropriate outdoor clothing. 



                                        
 
 
 
 

 

 construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 
producers, predators and prey.  

 
Y5 Living things and their habitats  

 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an 
amphibian, an insect and a bird. 
 

Y6 Living things and their habitats  

 describe how living things are classified into broad groups 
according to common observable characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants 
and animals  

 give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 
characteristics.  
 

Y6 Evolution and inheritance  

 identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to 
evolution. 
 

Location and Coach instructions 

 Moorland Discovery Centre 
Please see your letter of confirmation for meeting place and travel 
directions 
 
10-12:00 Morning activities 

 Introduction to leaders, site, Peak District National Park. 

 Set learning outcomes for the day, and staying safe messages. 

 Key message of the day: Different plants and animals live in 
different habitats. 

 Explore the micro habitats 

 Identify and group plant species in the woodlands and or 
moorland habitat.  Discover the diversity and special adaptions 
of plants. 

 Bug hunt, classifying and grouping invertebrates and minibeasts 
using keys.  Using field skills and observations. 

 Food chain game learning who eats who and a challenge to make 
a giant food web. 

12:00 – 12:45 Lunch 

 Inside the Moorland Discovery Centre, with tables, toilets and 
hand-washing facilities, or picnic by prior arrangement. 

 Outdoor play as arranged. 
 

12:45 -2.15 afternoon activities 

 Protected habitats – pupils will learn about the PD specially 
protected habitats . 

Waterproof jacket, wellies or stout shoes 
are advised for all visits.   We have some 
spares to help. 

Safety - All our activities and sites are risk 
assessed. Risk benefit assessments and 
health and safety information can be 
downloaded at: 
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-
about  

Our staff to student ratios vary 
depending on age, and ability of the 
group and activities booked. All our 
leaders are first aid qualified.  

Behaviour. Teachers are responsible for 
good behaviour, discipline & lunch time 
supervision.  

Medical Information. Please let us know 
about any allergies, medical conditions or 
special needs.   

We strive to make our visits accessible to 
all. Many of our sites are accessible to 
people with limited mobility, but do 
discuss your particular needs with us 
before booking. 

Review & Evaluation. We aspire to 
continually improve our service and 
welcome your feedback, evaluations 
forms are available for down load at 
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-
about and will be sent to you with your 
booking information. 

Payment. Please note you will be 
invoiced after your visit for the number 
of children on the day.  

Cancellation. Please let us know as soon 
as possible if you have to cancel or if your 
numbers change significantly.  
 
Insurance. Our education service is 
covered by £10 million Public Liability 
Insurance Policy. Please ensure that your 
school or LEA has appropriate insurance 
cover.  
 
Contact Details.  

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about


                                        
 
 
 
 

 

 Aquatic invertebrates - stream or pond dip.  Once again 
identifying species and studying their amazing adaptations. 

2:15-2:30 Plenary and depart 

Free Resources 
 
You can find free pre- and post-visit activities about how the landscape 
affects habitats in our ‘What’s the connection?’ resource here: 
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-
curriculum/primary-resources/rocks-and-soils 
 
You can also find a fun animated film for children on how to enjoy your 
visit responsibly and look after the countryside here: 
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-
curriculum/national-parks-the-bigger-picture/do-this-video 

 

Moorland Discovery Centre 
Longshaw Estate, Derbyshire, S11 7TZ 

 
Tel:  01433 637907 

E mail: MDC@peakdistrict.gov.uk 
www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-

about 

 

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-curriculum/primary-resources/rocks-and-soils
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-curriculum/primary-resources/rocks-and-soils
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-curriculum/national-parks-the-bigger-picture/do-this-video
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/peak-curriculum/national-parks-the-bigger-picture/do-this-video
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about

