
Peak District Farmers Waders Survey

The aim of the Peak District farmer’s wader survey is to gauge a picture of the number of breeding waders on your farms and to raise awareness of the important role that farmers play in the survival of these birds.  By taking part in the survey, this will provide an opportunity for farmers to actually demonstrate what their work and effort delivers on the ground but will also encourage and develop more interest in birds that breed on your land and hopefully instil in you a sense of pride in the way you farm and how it benefits wildlife.

Please complete as much of the following information as possible as it will help us to accurately record your survey details.

1. Contact and Farm details

	Name 
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode 
	

	
	

	Farm size in ha
	


2. Is your farm in an Environmental Stewardship Scheme? Yes/No

	Environmental Stewardship Scheme
	Please tick as appropriate

	UELS
	

	HLS
	

	Other scheme, please specify:
	


3. Is there a shoot on your farm?

Yes / No
4. Is there predator control on your farm?
Yes / No
Guidelines for your Survey
· Please count all lapwing, curlew and snipe on your fields on two separate days.
· The first day should be done between May 9th and May 29th

· The second visits should be done between May 30 and June 19th
· Visits must be done during the period three hours after dawn and/or three hours before dusk and should avoid cold, wet and windy conditions.

· It is important  not to count birds overflying only those down on your fields

Lapwing

Record the total number of birds seen in each field at each visit

Snipe

Record the total number of birds heard drumming or chipping in each field on each visit.

Curlew

Record the total number of individuals (excluding birds in flocks) in each field on each visit.

Other species

You may take note of other species if you wish.
Details of your count 

1. Where did you record birds? Please record details of the main use of the farm land where birds were seen
Was it on arable land?

Yes / No 

(If yes, please state in the box below, by ticking the appropriate box, what the cropping/land use is).
	Bare Ground
	Stubbles
	Winter Crop
	Other, please specify:

	
	
	
	


Was it on grassland?


Yes / No
(If yes, please state in the box below, by ticking the appropriate box, what the grazing pattern is).

	Permanent with Livestock
	Permanent without Livestock
	Temporarily with Livestock
	Temporarily with Livestock

	
	
	
	


If the fields were being grazed during the survey, please tick which type of livestock:
	Visit 1
	Please tick as appropriate
	Visit 2 
	Please tick as appropriate

	Cattle
	
	Cattle
	

	Sheep
	
	Sheep
	

	Horses
	
	Horses
	


2. Vegetation height and rush cover
Please classify the overall vegetation height according to one of the following three categories:

Short (S) 75% of the field has vegetation ankle deep or shorter

Mixed (M) less than 75% of the field has vegetation either short or long

Long (L) 75% of the field has vegetation longer than ankle deep

Rush cover

Estimate the percentage area covered by rush, to the nearest 10%.
3. Which of the following features are adjacent to or within the fields being surveyed? Please tick all that are present.
	Ditches or foot-drains holding water
	
	No boundary/grass verge
	

	Standing flood water
	
	High vantage points (trees, overhead wires etc.)
	

	Permanent pool
	
	
	

	Tall (>1.5m) hedge or wood as boundary
	
	
	

	Fence or low (<1.5m) hedge or wall                                      

As boundary
	
	
	


4. What was the weather like during the survey? Please tick as appropriate.
	Clear & Sunny
	
	Overcast
	

	Rain
	
	Sleet/snow
	

	Frost
	
	Snow cover
	


5. What did you see?

	Species
	Number
	Other Species
	Number

	Buzzard
	
	
	

	Carrion Crow
	
	
	

	Jackdaw
	
	
	

	Jay
	
	
	

	Magpie
	
	
	

	Sparrowhawk
	
	
	

	Curlew
	
	
	

	Golden Plover
	
	
	

	Lapwing 
	
	
	

	Oystercatcher
	
	
	

	Snipe
	
	
	



